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Car language 


Car (Pu) is the most widely spoken of the Nicobarese languages 
spoken in the Nicobar Islands of India. 

Although related distantly to Vietnamese and Khmer, it is 
typologically much more akin to nearby Austronesian languages 
such as Nias and Acehnese, with which it forms a linguistic 
area.^ 

Car is a VOS language and somewhat agglutinative.^ There is a 
quite complicated verbal suffix system with some infixes, as well 
as distinct genitive and "interrogative" cases for nouns and 
pronouns.^ 
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Phonology 


Consonants 
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■ The alveolar flap can typically be pre-stopped. Before a 
voiceless consonant, its pre-articulation is voiceless as 
[ x r], and elsewhere it is voiced [ d r]. 


Car 



PCI 

Pronunciation 

[pu:] 

Native to 

India 

Region 

Nicobar Islands 

Native speakers 

37,000 (2005)W 

Language 

family 

Austroasiatic 

■ Nicobarese 


■ Car 

Writing system 

Latin script 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

caq 

Glottolog 

carnl240 (http://g 

lottolog.org/resou 


rce/languoid/id/ca 

rnl240)[ 2 ] 
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Vowels 


































Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 

i 

u 

Close-mid 

e 

Y 

0 

Mid 
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0 

D 

Open 

(SB) 
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■ leel only occurs because of the occurrence of English 
loanwords. 

■ Vowel sounds are also typically short when occurring 
before an /h/J 6 ] 
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